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Annual holiday arts and crafts fair to be 
held Dec. 7 
The 35th Annual Appalachian Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at the Community Center inside Laughlin Health 
Building, 100 University Blvd., from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   
 
Sponsored by the Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC) and Downtown 
Morehead Inc., the fair will have more than 100 juried vendors and will 
offer handcrafted jewelry, baskets, wood crafts, ceramics, brooms, 
chairs, homemade baked goods and much more. Tammy Stone, the 
administrative coordinator at KFAC, said the fair gives patrons a chance 
to find unique holiday gifts.   
 
“It’s an opportunity for customers to purchase original artisan 
handcrafted work directly from the artist or vendor,” Stone said.   
 
Admission to the fair is $3 for adults, free for children 12 and under.   
 
For more information, contact Stone at t.stone@moreheadstate.edu or 
call 606-783-2204.   
 
For information about KFAC, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/kfac, 
email kfac@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2204.    
Board of Regents to meet Dec. 5 
 
The Morehead State University Board of Regents will meet Thursday, 
Dec. 5, at 9:30 a.m. in the Heritage Room of the Adron Doran 
University Center (ADUC).   
 
During the meeting the board will recognize donors and outstanding 
students, faculty and staff.    
 
The board will also ratify the 2020-22 biennial budget request and will 
hear a report on performance metrics from Jill Ratliff, chief planning 
officer. The board will also hear a report from Tim Rhodes, assistant 
vice president for enrollment services, on the strategic enrollment 
management plan, and a report on personal service contracts from Kim 
Oatman, assistant vice president for facilities and operations.    
 
The board will also:   
 Approve the Bachelor of Science in Space Systems Integration 
Engineering.   
 
 Accept the first-quarter financial report and amend the 2018-19 
operating budget.    
 
 Approve reaffirmation of Kentucky administrative regulations.   
 
 Authorize modification and consolidation of existing lease 
agreements.   
 
Following the meeting, the board will be taken on a tour of campus and 
will have a holiday dinner at the Rocky Adkins Dining Complex.   
 
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor, 





Dec. 3, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Young named student speaker for MSU Fall 2019 Commencement 
 
Sarah Young was named the student speaker for Morehead State University’s 2019 Fall 
Commencement ceremony. The ceremony takes place at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at the 
Academic-Athletic Center, 111 Playforth Place in Morehead.   
 
Sarah Young of Fayetteville, Ohio, is the daughter of Fred “Marty” Young and Joyce Young. She is 
graduating with two degrees, a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and a Bachelor of Arts in Legal 
Studies with a minor in philosophy.   
 
Young has been a tutor with MSU’s Tutoring and Learning Center since October 2016. This year, she 
was awarded the Molly McBride Tutoring Excellence Award, the highest honor awarded to an MSU 
tutor. She has held executive positions in multiple student clubs and organizations. She was social 
chair and editor of Sigma Alpha Iota International Music Fraternity for Women; secretary and vice 
president of Alpha Lambda Pi Legal Studies Club; treasurer of the Ceramics Guild; and assistant 
attorney general and supreme court justice of the Student Government Association.   
 
Young, who graduated from Fayetteville High School with a graduating class of 67, said she saw 
going from a small high school to a university like MSU as a reason to use her interests and outgoing 
personality to make connections and get involved.   
 
“I never thought of a bigger environment being any different. You see people and you socialize with 
them. You see something you’re interested in and then you do it,” she said. “I’m really, really going to 
miss getting that diversity of all my interests.”   
 
As an Undergraduate Research Fellow, Young presented at the Celebration of Student Scholarship in 
2017. She has participated in MSU Education Abroad, traveling to Prague, Slovenia, Hungary and 
Italy. She spoke about her experiences at the 2018 American Association of Paralegal Educators 
national conference in Newport, Rhode Island.   
 
This year, Young completed an internship with Rowan County Child Support Services at the Rowan 
County Attorney office in Morehead. She has also volunteered at the Pro Se Divorce Clinic in 
Morehead, a partnership with Legal Aid of the Bluegrass that helps assist people on divorce matters 
to members in low-income areas.   
 
Young plans to enroll in law school at the University of South Dakota, where she also may earn a 
Master of Science in Clinical Psychology. She has career goals to become a trial lawyer or a defense 
attorney in criminal law.   
 
“I’ve made some really genuine connections and really great memories here, and it does feel really 
weird that it won’t be too much longer that I won’t get to see the same people that I have for the past 
four years,” Young said. “This campus is so inclusive. What I think is so important about Morehead 
State is it’s such a community and I really think it is an undersold value.”   
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Dec. 4, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Rites of Passage ceremony to be held 
 
Morehead State University’s Office of Student Activities will sponsor the 37th Rites of Passage recognition ceremony at 5:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 13, in the Adron Doran University Center in Ballrooms B and C.    
 
The purpose of the ceremony is to recognize and celebrate the academic achievement of minority and international 
students at MSU. Each student will receive a certificate, a gift and a special Kente stole.    
 
Students who will be recognized in the Rites of Passage ceremony for Fall 2019 include:    
 
 Nasser Alsubaie, Bachelor of Science in Electronic and Computer Engineering and Technology, Morehead   
 Eulaun Joshua Beasley, Master of Arts in Education, Lexington   
 Sydnee B. Bradley, Bachelor of Business Administration in Business Management, Louisville   
 Shawntasia Butler, Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education – Moderate and Severe Disabilities, P-12 and P-5 
Area, Clearfield   
 Kiana Gilbert, Bachelor of Science in Psychology, Louisville   
 Allison Hull, Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science, Berea   
 Rochelle Payne, Master of Arts in Communications, Louisville   
 Darianne R. Seward, Master of Arts in Sport Management, Columbus, Ohio   
 K’Sha Rhea Stoner, Bachelor of Arts in Health Promotions, Louisville    
 Emelyn H. Wells, Master of Science in Engineering and Technology Management, Salt Lick   
 
Additional information about the ceremony is available by calling Shannon Colvin, associate director of student activities, at 
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Dec. 4, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Lewis County High School Eagle Scholars visit Morehead State 
 
Eagle Scholar students from Lewis County High School visited Morehead State University's campus, Wednesday, Dec. 4. 
They had a tour of campus and met with MSU admissions staff and students.  
 
Approximately 60 high schools and area technology centers offered MSU Eagle Scholars classes last fall with nearly 3,000 
high school students participating in the program.   
 
“The Eagle Scholars program allows students to take rigorous college courses during high school. The classes are the 
same classes that are offered on the Morehead campus. They are taught by local teachers through a partnership with 
Morehead State. The instructors meet the same high academic standards that are required of MSU faculty. These courses 
are challenging and allow students to be exposed to college coursework and utilize campus services like tutoring and the 
library,” said Joel Pace, program director.   
 
Qualifying students are given the opportunity to prepare for the future while attending high school. In the program, students 
may enroll in a course taught in their high school and receive college credit for successful completion. The program allows 
qualified high school faculty, who meet accreditation standards, to teach the University courses.    
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December 5, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Registration open to employers for Spring 2020 Career and 
Internship Fair  
Morehead State University’s Office of Career Services invites employers and graduate programs to campus for 
the Spring 2020 Career and Internship Fair to recruit students and alumni for opportunities within their 
company or organization. The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, March 4, in 
the Adron Doran University Center Ballrooms.     
Details and registration are available online at morehead-
csm.symplicity.com/events/567d5f852e386218d5153c89a2b9157d/overview. An early registration discount is 
available through Jan. 31, 2020, with rates increasing following that date.   
Last fall, the Career and Internship Fair had over 500 students in attendance, along with 85 employers and 
organizations. The event is open to both students and community members. Attendees do not require 
registration. Participants should bring copies of their resume and dress professionally.      
If you have questions about registering as an employer or graduate program, call the Office of Career Services 
at 606-783-2233, email careerservices@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/career.  
### 
Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement. 
MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 








December 5, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Former MSU library director Jack Ellis dies  
Morehead State alumnus and former Library Director Jack Ellis died Sunday, Dec. 1, at the age of 92.   
 
A native of Morehead, Ellis was born Jan. 10, 1927, to the late Dorothy Williams Ellis and Lon B. Ellis. He was 
the husband of the late Janis Ruth Caudill Ellis, who preceded him in death.    
 
He attended the Breckinridge School and held degrees from MSU (57), Vanderbilt University and the 
University of Southern Mississippi. He was a veteran of WWII and a Methodist pastor.    
 
Ellis became the director of the Camden-Carroll Library in 1968 and served as a professor of library sciences 
until his retirement in 1985.  In 2006, he received the Ora Cline Award from the Morehead-Rowan County 
Chamber of Commerce, and in 2010, he was awarded the MSU Founders Award for community service.     
 
He was a weekly columnist for The Morehead News and authored several books about the history of Rowan 
County Eastern Kentucky, including “Morehead Memories: True Stories from Eastern Kentucky.” Ellis was a 
lifetime member of Phi Kappa Phi, American Library Association and Veterans of Foreign Wars. He was a 
charter member of The National WWII Museum in New Orleans and served on the Kentucky Libraries and 
Archives Commission for 34 years. He was also a charter member of the Rowan County Veterans 
Association.    
 
Funeral services will be held Thursday, Dec. 5, at the Michael R. Gray Funeral Home in Morehead with Rev. 
Drew McNeill officiating. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are suggested to the Corbie Ellington 
American Legion Post #126, P. O. Box 58, Morehead, KY 40351 or the Morehead United Methodist Church, 
227 W. Main Street, Morehead, KY 40351. 
 
More information can be found at the Michel R. Gray Funeral Home website.  
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December 5, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Community Choir to perform Handel’s Messiah  
Morehead State University students will combine with community singers for a performance of George Frideric Handel’s 
“Messiah” on Sunday, Dec. 15, at 3 p.m. at First Baptist Church, 123 E Main St.   
 
The performance will include the Christmas portion of the oratorio and conclude with the famed chorus, “Hallelujah.” The 
organist for the concert will be MSU instructor of music William Murphy. The conductor will be Dr. Greg Detweiler, 
director of choral studies and professor of music. 
 
The choir consists of community singers and MSU music majors. Soloists include Dr. Eric Brown, assistant professor of 
music, and Dr. David Gregory, dean of library sciences and minister of music at First Baptist Church. MSU voice majors 
singing solos are:    
 Jasmine Wheeler, a graduate student from Butler.   
 Janessa Broadhurst, a senior from Louisville.   
 Noah Bruce, a junior from Louisville.   
 Aarika Castle, a junior from Taylorsville.    
 MSU alum, Adrian Jacob, will begin the sung story with the recitative, “Comfort Ye.”   
 
“We started this choir many years ago to join the community and the campus,” said Detweiler. “Each year, the group 
works on a Christmas presentation. ‘Messiah’ is usually presented once every three years.”    
 
Detweiler continued, “There is one person who has held the choir together, which no one will see in the performance, and 
that is Genny Jenkins. Genny, who is the minister of music at First Christian Church and the gifted coordinator and 
instructor for Rowan County Schools, serves as our rehearsal accompanist. We are so very grateful for her contributions 
to the group. There would be no choir without her help.”    
 
The concert is free and open to the public.   
 
For more information, contact Detweiler at g.detweiler@moreheadstate.edu or 606-783-2480, or call the church at 606-
784-5768. 
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December 5, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU Board of Regents holds quarterly meeting  
The Morehead State University Board of Regents met Thursday, Dec. 5, at 9:30 a.m. in the Heritage Room of 
the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC).   
 
During the meeting donors and outstanding students, faculty and staff were recognized. Mountain Telephone 
was honored for their ongoing support of scholarships at MSU. Quentin Murphy, assistant general manager, and 
Shayne Ison, general manager, represented Mountain Telephone who has partnered with MSU since 1988. 
Gardner May, recently retired director of facilities maintenance; Dr. Patricia Harrelson, associate professor of 
animal science; and Megan Rohmann, senior from Louisville, president of MSU4PAWS service dog training 
organization were also recognized.  
 
The board ratified the 2020-22 biennial budget request and heard reports on performance metrics, the strategic 
enrollment management plan, and personal service contracts. They also approved the Bachelor of Science in 
Systems Integration Engineering, reaffirmed Kentucky administrative regulations and authorized modification 
and consolidation of existing lease agreements.   
 
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor, email jngraves@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-
2211.   
 
Pictured left to right, MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan, Quentin Murphy, assistant general manager at Mountain 
Telephone, and Shayne Ison, general manager of Mountain Telephone. 
 
Pictured left to right, MSU President Dr. Jay Morgan, Gardner May, recently retired director of facilities 
maintenance; Dr. Patricia Harrelson, associate professor of animal science; and Megan Rohmann, senior from 
Louisville, president of MSU4PAWS service dog training organization.   
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December 6, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Fall Commencement set for Dec. 14  
Morehead State University will hold its 2019 Fall Commencement ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 14, at the 
Academic-Athletic Center. The commencement program will start at 10:30 a.m.  
Sarah Young of Fayetteville, Ohio, will be the student speaker for MSU’s 2019 Fall Commencement ceremony. 
She is the daughter of Fred “Marty” Young and Joyce Young. She is graduating with two degrees, a Bachelor of 
Science in Psychology and a Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies with a minor in philosophy.    
For the commencement ceremony, the grand marshal and mace bearer will be Dr. Brian S. Mason, associate 
dean for the School of Creative Arts. Faculty marshals will be Dr. Julia Ann Hypes, associate professor of 
sports management, and Dr. Kimberlee Sharp, associate professor of education.  
  
Student marshals will be:  
 Sarah A. Fink, Graduate Programs.   
 Elizabeth R. Burke and Cory E. Rawlins, College of Education.   
 Natalie K. Hampton and Courtney B. Rodman, Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology.   
 Katie J. Birdwhistell and Courtney R. Whitaker, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Sciences.   
 Savannah N. Dillon and Isaac T. Vinson, College of Science.   
Janessa J. Broadhurst will sing the national anthem and Jasmine L. Wheeler will lead the alma mater.  
ROTC students will be commissioned as part of the program. Those students are Jake E. Cogan from South 
Point, Ohio; Marvin R. Morris from Morehead; and Bailey Tutorow from Dry Ridge.  
  
Following the ceremony, the newest alumni will be inducted into the MSU Alumni Association Inc. by Dr. Bob 
Albert, provost and vice president of academic affairs.  
  
No large bags or backpacks will be permitted in the AAC during the ceremonies and commuter buses will run 
from the U.S. 60 lot to the AAC.  
  
Family, friends, and supporters unable to attend Morehead State University’s Fall Commencement in person 
will be able to watch the ceremonies live on their computer or mobile device.  
  
MSU will stream live video from the ceremony. The live video feed will be available approximately 10 minutes 
before the scheduled start time of the ceremonies.  
 
Watch livestream here. 
  
Additional information on commencement exercises is available by calling 606-783-2008 or 
visiting www.moreheadstate.edu/graduation.  
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December 6, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Martin County High School Eagle Scholars visit Morehead State  
Eagle Scholar students from Martin County High School visited Morehead State University's campus, Friday, 
Dec. 6. They had a tour of campus and met with MSU admissions staff and students. 
 
Approximately 60 high schools and area technology centers offered MSU Eagle Scholars classes last fall with 
nearly 3,000 high school students participating in the program.   
 
“The Eagle Scholars program allows students to take rigorous college courses during high school. The classes 
are the same classes that are offered on the Morehead campus. They are taught by local teachers through a 
partnership with Morehead State. The instructors meet the same high academic standards that are required of 
MSU faculty. These courses are challenging and allow students to be exposed to college coursework and utilize 
campus services like tutoring and the library,” said Joel Pace, program director.   
 
Qualifying students are given the opportunity to prepare for the future while attending high school. In the 
program, students may enroll in a course taught in their high school and receive college credit for successful 
completion. The program allows qualified high school faculty, who meet accreditation standards, to teach the 
University courses.    
 
Additional information and a list of participating schools is available online at 
www.moreheadstate.edu/eaglescholars.     
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December 10, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Mincey Professor of Accounting Endowment established  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Mincey Professor of 
Accounting Endowment. The endowment was established in 2017 with a contribution of $100,000 by Wayne 
Mincey (79). The investment proceeds from the endowment will be used to support the work and research of a 
named professorship of accounting in MSU’s School of Business Administration.  
Mincey has had a successful career in strategy, operations, finance, business development, and mergers and 
acquisitions for nearly 40 years in North America, Europe and Asia. His professional experience ranges from 
start-up ventures to $5 billion public companies. He retired as executive chairman of Market Track, LLC, the 
last company he led, in 2017. Currently, he serves as a senior advisor to Norwest Venture Partners, as a board 
director for multiple PE-backed companies and is directly involved in several start-up endeavors. Mincey was 
recently inducted into the 2019 Alumni Hall of Fame during MSU Homecoming this past October.  He 
currently resides in the suburbs of Atlanta with his wife Cindy.    
Mincey earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting at MSU. He said the advice given to him from the late John 
Alcorn, certified public accountant (C.P.A.) and former MSU professor of accounting, helped guide both his 
academic and professional journey.   
“He said, if you’re going to go into business at least if you go into accounting, you will know the language of 
business from day one, and nothing could have been truer,” Mincey said. “I felt like that turned out to be one of 
the greatest things for my career is when I got that start in accounting.”   
For more information on this professorship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni 
Relations and Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit 
alumni.moreheadstate.edu.  
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December 11, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Chi Omega Follies fundraiser grants wish to an Eagle legacy child  
The annual Chi Omega Follies student talent show at Morehead State University raises money for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. Thanks to talented Eagle students and support from the campus and the local community, the 
organization was able to grant a child’s wish.    
This year’s wish child, Abby Achtermann, has a special connection to MSU. She is an Eagle legacy. Her 
parents, Brent Achtermann (06) and Brooke Achtermann (03), are both MSU Alumni. Brooke is a member of 
the Epsilon Theta Chapter of Chi Omega and Brent is a member of the Theta Chi Fraternity at MSU. Both are 
actively involved with their respective organization’s alumni groups and support the MSU Alumni Association, 
and Brooke currently serves as the Chi Omega Epsilon Theta Chapter’s marketing advisor.     
“As a graduate of Morehead State University, it was great to come back to campus and experience the 
generosity of the student organizations that participated in Chi Omega Follies,” Brooke said. “My husband and I 
will always remember this evening and we are still overwhelmed by the love and support that this campus 
community has given us. Abby now has the legacy of being a Make-A-Wish kid and that is in all thanks to Chi 
Omega and MSU.”     
The sold-out Chi Omega Follies raised over $10,000 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Thanks to this support, 
Abby and the Achtermann family experienced the trip of a lifetime. The family traveled to Orlando and 
Kissimmee, Florida, to experience popular tourist attractions like Walt Disney World, Universal Studios, Sea 
World and Give Kids the World Village, a nonprofit theme park that provides cost-free vacations to Make-A-
Wish children and their families. Abby got the opportunity to meet the Disney characters, participate in dance 
parties and parades, and had the option to eat ice cream at any time of the day. She was also able to enjoy many 
rides that were wheelchair accessible.     
For more information on fraternity and sorority life at MSU, call 606-783-2071, 
email greek@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/greek.  
Photo: Members of the Morehead Area Chi Omega Alumni Chapter gather with the Achtermann family at a 
special alumni event hosted in conjunction with Chi Omega Follies. The family includes Make-A-Wish kid Abby 
Achtermann, older sister Elaina, and her parents Brent (06) and Brooke (03) Achtermann. 
### 
Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement. 
MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 








December 11, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU’s sport management program garners national ranking 
Morehead State University’s Master of Arts in Sport Management program has been ranked by Intelligent.com as one of 
the Best Master’s in Sports Management Programs for 2020.   
A complete list of rankings can be found at https://www.intelligent.com/best-online-masters-in-sports-management-
degree-programs/.   
“We are pleased that these efforts have been recognized in the Intelligent.com rankings of Best Online Master’s in Sports 
Management Degree Programs,” said Dr. Johnathan Nelson, associate professor of management and associate dean of the 
School of Business Administration at MSU. “We are proud to deliver an online program that provides students with the 
breadth of background that they need to work in a wide range of areas in the sport management industry.”    
Intelligent.com is a resource for online degree rankings and higher education planning. The website offers curated guides, 
including the best degree programs and information about financial aid, internships and study strategies.    
The 2020 rankings were calculated through a scoring system that factors in student engagement, the potential return on 
investment and leading third-party evaluation. Of the 137 schools that were analyzed with sport management programs, 
Morehead State was one of 49 higher education institutions whose program made the list, ranking 10th and noted as 
having the best scholarships.   
“We have worked hard to deliver a Sport Management MA Program that is flexible, affordable and provides our students 
with the knowledge and experience that they need to be successful upon graduation,” Nelson said.    
The Master of Arts in Sport Management is designed to provide students with opportunities to develop and demonstrate 
the expertise and research skills that are necessary to enable them to make independent professional contributions in 
sports management. Graduates from this program pursue management careers in amateur, collegiate and professional 
sports teams, facilities and events management, and sports management and merchandise.   
For more information on MSU’s Master of Arts in Sport Management program, contact the Elmer R. Smith College of 
Business and Technology at 606-783-2174, email cbt@moreheadstate.edu or visit www.moreheadstate.edu/business.  
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December 12, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Craigo named Missouri Poet Laureate  
Karen Craigo’s (91) passion for writing has taken her from the Appalachian Mountains to the Ozark Mountains. 
The Morehead State graduate from Gallipolis, Ohio, was recently named Missouri Poet Laureate.  
“It was such an unexpected honor to be named the Poet Laureate of Missouri,” Craigo said. “It’s a genuine 
privilege to be charged with promoting poetry in the Show-Me State, but my head is still reeling from the 
surprise of it all.”   
Craigo honed her poetry writing at Morehead State through the knowledge she gained through courses and 
faculty like former MSU English professor George Eklund and her mentor the late Michelle Boisseau, 
acclaimed Kansas City poet and former MSU professor. She cites her work on Inscape, MSU’s annual literary 
and visual arts journal, as what started her off on a lifelong passion for publishing.    
She said her time at MSU and the surroundings were a creative muse.    
“There’s something kind of magical about Morehead. Being situated amid such natural beauty inspired the 
highest kind of thinking, and I know the landscape had a dramatic effect on the artists I knew there, as did the 
chance to collaborate with so many fascinating people who seemed to experience almost a magnetic pull to the 
area – as I did,” she said.   
Craigo graduated from MSU with a bachelor’s degree in journalism. After spending time in Missoula, Montana, 
she returned to Ohio to work for a newspaper in Kenton. She earned a Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
from nearby Bowling Green University in 2000. From there, Craigo taught college writing courses before 
moving to Missouri in 2012 with her husband Mike Czyzniejewski, a fiction writer who took a job at Missouri 
State University in Springfield.   
Appointed to a two-year term earlier this year by Missouri Governor Michael L. Parson, Craigo said she plans 
to promote poetry throughout the state by publishing a poem from all 114 counties in the state, along with the 
independent city of St. Louis.   
“You can imagine the fun I’m going to have, hitting hills and hollers and prairies and river towns throughout the 
state as I try to find the words that are produced here,” she said. “My mission as poet laureate is to promote 
poetry throughout the state, and that means reaching out to readers and writers of verse to show them what 
poetry can mean in their lives.”   
For information about programs in the Department of English, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/english, 
email english@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9448.  
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Fall Commencement celebrates newest 
MSU graduates   
Morehead State University honored nearly 600 degree candidates at the 
2018 Fall Commencement ceremonies on Saturday, Dec. 14, at the 
Academic-Athletic Center.    
 
Graduates were recognized by MSU President Dr. Joseph A. (Jay) 
Morgan, who offered a congratulatory handshake to each of those 
completing graduate and undergraduate degree requirements.    
 
Sarah Young of Fayetteville, Ohio, served as the student speaker for the 
ceremony. She is the daughter of Fred “Marty” Young and Joyce Young. 
She graduated with two degrees, a Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies with a minor in philosophy.     
 
Young has been a tutor with MSU’s Tutoring and Learning Center since 
October 2016. This year, she was awarded the Molly McBride Tutoring 
Excellence Award, the highest honor awarded to an MSU tutor. She has 
held executive positions in multiple student clubs and organizations.   
 
Young plans to enroll in law school at the University of South Dakota, 
where she also may earn a Master of Science in Clinical Psychology. 
She has career goals to become a trial lawyer or a defense attorney in 
criminal law.     
 
“There were days where we wanted to, or did, switch what we once 
believed to be our dream major. However, that is what makes our time 
here formative,” Young said. “We learned to fight, adjust, adapt, and 
overcome. We are here today proving that we could, and we did. We are 
the ones who have made it this far, and that is something to be proud 
of.”   
An Honorary Doctor of Public Service degree was awarded to alumnus 
and former regent, Patrick Eugene “Pat” Price (71), who passed away 
during the fall semester. The degree was accepted by his brother John 
Price.  
ROTC students were commissioned as part of the program. Those 
students were Jake E. Cogan, South Point, Ohio; Marvin R. Morris, 
Morehead; and Bailey Tutorow, Dry Ridge.    
 
Following the ceremony, the newest alumni were inducted into the MSU 
Alumni Association Inc. by Dr. Bob Albert, provost and vice president 
of academic affairs.   
 
Additional information on commencement exercises is available by 





Dec. 16, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Rites of Passage celebrated 
 
Morehead State University’s Office of Student Activities sponsored its 37th Rites of Passage recognition ceremony on Friday, Dec. 13, 
in the Adron Doran University Center (ADUC) Ballrooms.     
 
The purpose of the ceremony was to recognize and celebrate the academic achievement of minority and international students at 
MSU. Each student will receive a certificate, a gift and a special Kente stole.     
 
Fall graduates who participated in the ceremony were:     
 
Front row, left to right:  
 
    Emelyn Wells, Salt Lick   
    Shawntasia Butler, Clearfield    
    Kiana Gilbert, Louisville  
    Payne Rochelle, Louisville     
    K'sha Stoner, Louisville   
    Darianne Seward, Columbus, Ohio  
 
Back row, left to right  
 
    Allison Hull, Berea      
    Sydnee Bradley, Louisville      
    David Devaughn, Cincinnati, Ohio    
    Eulaun Beasley, Lexington     
 
View photo gallery at https://www.flickr.com/photos/msu1887/albums/72157712228326092.  
 
Additional information about the ceremony is available by calling Shannon Colvin, associate director for student activities, at 606-783-
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Dec. 17, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU students earn Adobe certifications  
 
Students from Morehead State’s Department of Art and Design (ARDE) and the Convergent Media (CVM) program earned 29 Adobe 
Certified Associate certifications during the fall semester.  
 
Seventeen students earned certification in visual design using Adobe Photoshop; five students passed the certification exam for 
graphic design and illustration using Adobe Illustrator; four students earned certification in print and digital publication using Adobe 
InDesign and three students earned certification as Adobe graphic design specialists. The students who were certified as graphic 
design specialists passed exams in Adobe Illustrator, InDesign and Photoshop.   
 
“The certifications earned this semester truly reinforce the fact that MSU’s continued commitment to quality education, state-of-the-art 
learning environments and career readiness in digital media is working,” said Tony Glover, coordinator of MSU’s Adobe Certification 
program. “These numbers continue to speak to the outstanding programs and instructors that we have in the Caudill College’s ARDE 
and CVM areas.”   
 
Glover added students who earn digital media and technology certifications have an increased graduation rate, higher GPAs, increased 
post-graduate enrollment and improved confidence when entering the workforce.    
  
For more information about MSU’s Adobe Certification programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/adobe, email Glover at 
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Dec. 17, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Engineering and Technology Management students achieve 90% pass rate for CTM exam 
 
Morehead State University’s Engineering and Technology Management (ETM) fall 2019 graduating class achieved a 90.63% pass rate 
on the Certified Technology Manager (CTM) Exam.    
 
According to Dr. Ahmad Zargari, associate dean for MSU’s School of Engineering and Computer Science, ETM students take the CTM 
exam before graduation their senior year.    
 
“Based on results from a composite group of over 1,000 examinees from over 20 other organizations, the ATMAE (Association of 
Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering) Board of Certification chair reports that the historical average national pass rate 
for the CTM exam is 68.25% and MSU’s ETM students earned over 90.63% pass rate in fall 2019,” Zargari said. “We are proud of ETM 
faculty and graduating seniors for their success.”   
 
The CTM Exam is nationally administered through the ATMAE to certify graduates of ATMAE-accredited programs. The Engineering 
Technology programs have been accredited by ATMAE since 1998, with re-accreditation achieved through 2020.   
 
A minimum score of 95 out of 160 in the categories of Leadership, Self-Management, Systems, Processes, Operations, People, 
Project, Quality, Risk and Safety is currently required to qualify for certification. CTM is the initial certification status awarded to 
applicants who meet ATMAE’s requirements for certification. CTM certification holders may report continuing education activity to 
qualify for Certified Senior Technology Manager (CSTM) status. ATMAE Certification recognizes expertise in a specific field, a mark of 
distinction that sets the certification holder apart while providing external validation of knowledge and competence in the discipline.   
 
To learn more about MSU’s School of Engineering and Technology Management, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/etm, email 
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December 18, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Delta Tau Delta holds toy drive  
Delta Tau Delta Fraternity coordinated a toy drive for Gateway Helping Hands. Gateway Helping Hands is 
providing jackets and coats to children in Rowan County who need winter clothing, and members of the 
fraternity wanted to organize an event that would allow these same children to receive toys for Christmas.   
 
The toy drive ran from Nov. 18 to Dec. 6. Through new toy donations and monetary collections, Delta Tau 
Delta was able to donate over 200 new toys to Gateway Helping Hands.   
 
"Delt was excited to host a toy drive for Gateway Helping Hands," said Delta Tau Delta Vice President 
Cameron Faudere, a senior from Owingsville. "Our fraternity understands the importance of giving back during 
the holiday season. A small toy can bring great joy to a child. That's what it is all about." 
 
To learn more about fraternity and sorority life at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/greek, email 
greek@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2071.  
 
Photo: Former Delta Tau Delta President Hunter Collins, a senior from West Liberty, center, and Vice 
President Cameron Faudere, left, presented toys collected in the fraternity’s toy drive to officials with Gateway 
Helping Hands.   
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December 18, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Morehead State’s sociology program garners national ranking  
Morehead State University’s Master of Arts in Sociology has been ranked by Intelligent.com as one of the Best Master’s in 
Sociology Degree Programs for 2020.    
A complete list of rankings can be found at https://www.intelligent.com/best-online-masters-in-sociology-degree-programs/.     
“The success of the sociology master’s degree program at Morehead State is demonstrated by the number of our graduates who 
are now meaningfully employed in their chosen professions or who have gone on to graduate from a variety of doctoral 
programs at major research institutions,” said Dr. Suzanne Tallichet, professor of sociology at MSU. “Their success reflects the 
expertise and commitment of our graduate faculty to teach and mentor students in a variety of courses.”      
Intelligent.com is a resource for online degree rankings and higher education planning. The website offers curated guides, 
including the best degree programs and information about financial aid, internships and study strategies.      
The 2020 rankings were calculated through a scoring system that factors in student engagement, the potential return on 
investment and leading third-party evaluation. Of the 172 schools that were analyzed with sociology programs, Morehead State 
was one of 10 higher education institutions whose program made the list, ranking fourth and noted as having the best 
concentration options.     
“Our graduates have become engaged and productive teachers, counselors and researchers benefitting our region and society at 
large,” Tallichet said. “While our students’ success will always be a source of profound mutual gratification, our graduate 
faculty are very pleased to be recognized for such an accolade.”   
The Master of Arts in Sociology is an online program that allows for concentration in four areas: general sociology, 
criminology, chemical dependency and interdisciplinary social sciences. All concentrations require basic courses in theory and 
research methods and provide students with broad critical and analytical skills that can be applied on the individual, 
organizational and societal levels. Onlinemasters.com also recognized the program as one of the top 10 online sociology 
programs in the nation.   
For more information on MSU’s Master of Arts in Sociology program, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/MA-sociology or 
contact Dr. Tallichet at 606-783-2656 or s.tallic@moreheadstate.edu.  
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December 19, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU closed for winter break  
Morehead State University will be closed Friday, Dec. 20, through Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020, for winter break. 
Classes will not meet and administrative offices will not be open. Offices will reopen Thursday, Jan. 2.   
 
The University Post Office will be open from 9 a.m. to noon on Dec. 23, Dec. 27 and Dec. 30. The post office 
will be closed for the rest of the break.   
 
The Camden-Carroll Library will be closed for the duration of winter break.    
 
The University Store will be closed for the duration of the break and will reopen with regular business hours on 
Thursday, Jan. 2.    
 
The Recreation and Wellness Center will be closed for winter break beginning on Saturday, Dec. 21.   
 
The Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC) will be closed for winter break. Regular hours will resume Thursday, 
Jan. 2.   
The spring semester at MSU will begin Monday, Jan. 13, 2020.   
 
The MSU Police Department is available 24/7 throughout the holiday break. They can be reached at 
police@moreheadstate.edu, by calling 606-783-2035 or via the LiveSafe app on your smartphone. In the event 
of an emergency, always call 911.  
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December 19, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSUCorps accepting donations and applications for Build-A-Bed program  
The MSUCorps AmeriCorps Program and its partners are gearing up for their tenth annual Morehead Build-A-Bed 
Project to provide beds to children who are living in homes with not enough beds or none at all. Applications will be 
accepted from Jan. 2, 2020, to Feb. 14, 2020.    
 
Applications can be found at www.moreheadstate.edu/buildabed. Applications can be submitted online or in paper form.   
 
The goal is to give beds to children in preschool through 12th grade who are forced to sleep on floors, couches or in beds 
with multiple other children or family members. This regional Build-A-Bed Project has provided more than 1,500 beds to 
children in Eastern Kentucky since it began in 2010. This year the committee set a goal to build 200 beds.   
 
Each child receives a brand-new bed and mattress along with a bedtime bag containing sheets, a pillow, blanket, stuffed 
animal, book, alarm clock or nightlight and a hygiene kit.    
 
The beds will be built on Saturday, Apr. 4, at the Peddler’s Mall in Morehead. Families selected to receive a bed are 
expected to pick it up on the day of the build.   
 
The project is currently accepting applications from Bath, Bourbon, Bracken, Breathitt, Clark, Fleming, Floyd, Harrison, 
Johnson, Knott, Lee, Letcher, Lewis, Magoffin, Martin, Mason, Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Nicholas, Pike, Powell, 
Robertson, Rowan and Wolfe counties.    
 
For donations, checks may be made to Build-A-Bed and sent to MSUCorps, Morehead State University, 201 Education 
Services Building, Morehead, Kentucky, 40351. Each bed costs approximately $200.   
 
Details about how to help Build-A-Bed and application materials can be found at www.moreheadstate.edu/buildabed.   
 
Additional information is available by contacting Joe T. Rowe, program director, at 606-783-2719 or 
j.rowe@moreheadstate.edu.   
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December 19, 2019 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU’s accounting program named to Best Accounting Degree Programs for 2020 list  
Morehead State University’s Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting has been ranked by 
Intelligent.com as one of the Best Accounting Degree Programs for 2020.     
A complete list of rankings can be found at https://www.intelligent.com/best-online-accounting-degree-
programs/.   
Intelligent.com is a resource for online degree rankings and higher education planning. The website offers 
curated guides, including the best degree programs and information about financial aid, internships and study 
strategies.       
The 2020 rankings for the best accounting programs analyzed both bachelor’s and master’s degree programs 
that can be completed online. Of the 269 schools that were analyzed with accounting programs, Morehead State 
was one of 60 higher education institutions whose program made the list, ranking 26th and noted as having the 
best career services.      
Morehead State’s Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting provides skills to prepare you for a career 
as an accountant in a wide range of career fields, including tax, auditing, controllership and more. Students take 
courses in taxes, governmental, auditing and accounting information systems. The online completer option is 
available to students pursuing degrees in accounting, allowing upper-level courses to be completed online for 
students who have already completed the pre-business core requirements. The online option allows the 
completion of the last two years of classes online.   
For more information on MSU’s Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting program, contact the 
Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology at 606-783-2174, email cbt@moreheadstate.edu or 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/business.  
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